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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2000, UNI VERSITY OF ARKANSAS COWMUN TY
COLLEGE, ROOM 301, ARTS AND SCI ENCES BUI LDI NG BATESVI LLE
ARKANSAS, 2:30 p.m

BY MR REEVES:

I|"d like to thank everybody for being here today. |If you
haven't signed the sign-in sheet, please do so. W need to
keep a record of everyone that was here so the board will know
who all cane. W all have a court reporter who wll be taking

everyt hing down, the comments that are said down, so if you

have a question fromthe audi ence, please state your nane so
she can record that for us, otherwise it'll say unidentified
mal e said sonething. The board would |ike to know who you are

and what you have to say.

"' m But ch Reeves from CGovernor Huckabee's office. [I'mthe
chief legal counsel there. This right here is TimHunphries;
he works in Sharon Priest's office, he's her general counsel.
This is Assistant Attorney General Larry Crane from Mark
Pryor's office. Fromthe governor's office we also have Beth
Ann Rankin and Christy Rogers. So we do appreciate you being
her e.

They' ve been in Jonesboro this norning at a neeting
simlar to this, and so here we are this afternoon.

The point of this is for you to tell us what you want and
don't want in re-drawi ng the House and Senate districts in your
area. O course, if you' ve experienced growth, your district
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probably will change sone. |If they've decreased, you've
decreased in popul ation, your districts will have to get

| arger. The sheet that has all the nunbers on it, those are
the 1999 estinmated nunbers fromthe Census Bureau for all the
counties in Arkansas. They're not necessarily based on the
census that was done in 2000; those are estimates. And so we
anticipate growh in the -- well, we know there will be growth
because we have increased popul ation. The question will be
what happens to the districts in your area, both Senate and
House.

That's really what the Board of Apportionnment will be
doing. Looking at the nunbers, fitting theminto the conputer,
and drawi ng the I|ines.

W have a web page that allows you to access. This is our
website. It has all the board menbers, their phone nunbers and
address, plus all of our nanes and addresses, if you want to
Email us or call us or ask a question. It also has our
cal endar of events, the places we're going around the state,
the tinmes for the neetings in the different areas. |t has case
| aw, the current US Suprene Court case |law in cases that affect
Arkansas, as far as redistricting. It has lots of other things
on there too. But this is our website.

You can sign-on, put comments on there, and we wll
forward those to the board. If you want to nmake sure you had a

record of sonmething you said, it's like Email, but you just
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sign-on and post a comment and then it wll be forwarded to the
particul ar board nenbers.

We've had quite a few comments. Mst of them have been
fromeastern Arkansas for sone reason, got revved up over
there, with a bunch of comments.

But we'd appreciate to have your comments as well. And
think you can | og-on and access the comments that are already
on there from ot her people, you can read everybody el se's
comments as well, besides just putting your own on there.

VW will fromtinme-to-tine update the web page. W
antici pate, we've been told by the Census Bureau that the
nunbers will be here before March 31st of next year. Once that
happens, the nunbers will be |oaded into the conputer and Tinms
going to talk a little bit nore about that, but the tine franes
are right there. There we go. March 1st. W don't think

they're going to cone that day, but we've been told by April

1st they will be there, they will be | oaded in the conputer
takes a coupl e of days, probably take nmaybe three, four weeks
to sit down with the conputer and actually draw the pl an
statew de for House and Senate.

Then we will cone back out with a plan. It will be on our
web page; you could access it and see what your district is
proposed to look like. 1It's just a proposed plan. So that
when we get here if you want to junp on us as soon as we get in

the door or happy with what you see, which is what we hope, it
-4-
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will be avail abl e before we get here. I know that 10 years
ago they had to lug the big maps around and you didn't get to
see it until we walked in the door. You'll be able to access
it this time before we ever get here. W'I| have these kind of
neetings all around the state again, probably be June, July,
sonetine like that. Then your coments will be taken back to

t he board and sonetine before October 1st the board wll vote
on which plan they're going to endorse. And that will becone

t he pl an.

W want to do it by this date because in order to run in
the House or Senate district you need to know before, a year
before the election in 2002 if you need to nove. That's the
mai n reason, so we're hoping. That's our target date. That's
not set inlaw that's not set in the Constitution; that's just
our best hope that we can do it. W think with the conputers
we can probably do that.

And, then, of course, it would be, you know, set. Once
the board votes on it and the filing dates in 2002, people can
deci de which district they're going to run for.

As far as the paraneters, the guidelines we're going to
|l ook at, that's really not been decided. The board has to
deci de that and they haven't net. They only net once to
endorse these neetings. They haven't nmet to do that; they wll
probably do that sonmetine in February or March of next year

So that's why your comments are very inportant.
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For instance, what kind of boundaries are we going to | ook
at? Wat kind of lines are we going to use? Were are we
going to start? It nakes a big difference where we start.

In 1990, we had to start, they had to start in eastern
Ar kansas because of a court order. W may not have to start
there this tine. W may start Texarkana, Lake Village, you
know, Belle Vista, or Jonesboro, who knows. So the board

hasn't deci ded that and exactly how they're going to work on

the redrawi ng, they haven't decided that either. That's why we

want your comments as to what you like or don't I|ike.

"1l let Timgo ahead and kind of tell you about the

conputer programand how it's going to work and then we'll open

it up for comments.

MR. HUMPHRIES: This, by the way, is the coment
page that Butch nentioned earlier. And I'd like for
you to feel free to use that and, like it says, you
can read comments by others that have al ready posted
their comments as you're going through it.

The conmputer software that we're going to be
using is Autobound Redistricting software. If
there's any G S people in here, they' Il know what |
mean when | say that Autobound runs on art and view
platform Now, | suspect that hardly anybody
understood that. | didn't understand it when | said

It.
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Art viewis a @S, geographic information system
type of software, and Autobound is an extension of
art and view. It allows you to do the tasks that we
do. It sinplifies the task of drawing the districts.

What |'ve got up here is what we're showing is a
map of this general area that we're in. |'ve kind of
centered it on District 79 there. And that shows
these districts. The smaller areas you see there are
precincts. That's the precinct |evel.

In '91 the Board of Apportionnment drewits plan
based on townshi ps. Township was the basic building
bl ock of the districting schenme back in "91. This
time it's going to be precincts. And | think, you
know, for the nost part rural townships and precinct
lines coincide, they're the same. But sonetines
they're not, and | think by using precincts instead
of the townships we're going to save sone counties
quite a few headaches. | don't know that y'all had
that kind of thing here.

"1l just give you a brief idea of how this
works. Let's say that, | don't know what the
geography is up here, but let's say that District 42
has decreased in population and District 79 has
i ncreased in population, so we'll have to find a
township -- | nean, a precinct out of District 79 to

-7-
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put into 42. It's just a sinple matter of clicking
the button. And you didn't see it, but that precinct
went out of 42 into 79. Let nme do another one. |'m
sorry, out of 79 into 42. And there it went. That
precinct is nowin 42, so with just a click of the
button, we can nove these around.

"1l have all ny nunbers. That's what this is.
This shows the total population of the district after
| got through noving that precinct out and it's got
all the racial breakdowns and so on and so forth.

| can al so ask the conputer with regard to that
particul ar precinct or any particular precinct, |I can
ask what that precinct is and it tell nme that is Hl
precinct and it gives ne the total popul ation
breakdown in it, population by race and voting age,

t hose sort of things.

Pretty sophisticated piece of equipnment. W're
goi ng to have, we've got several sophisticated | oaded
with this Autobound software in our central office in
Little Rock, just across the street fromthe capito
in the Aegon Building. And for you nenbers of boards
of election comm ssioners that are here, | know we
have one, at least, we're going to hopefully be able
to use this equipnent to provide sone assistance to

the folks at the local levels to draw JP districts,
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and we think that m ght hel p us coordi nate precinct
lines so that you don't have to have so many split
boxes.

| don't know that that's a problem here, but in
sone parts of the state we have consi derabl e probl ens
with that. So we're going to hopefully be able to
provi de those using technical assistance in that
regard. Like I say, we'll be through, | think, with
the bulk of our work in the late sumer, JP districts
are due in January of 2002, so | think by the tine we
finish with the bulk of our work | think we'll be
able to help, at least, sone of the local counties.

If you decide to take advantage of it, hope you'l
use it.

That's all | have.

MR, REEVES. Tim how nmany people were in a
House district in '91?

MR HUWHRI ES: About 23,500 in House districts
in '91. About 67,000 and change in the Senate
districts in "91. This tine it's going to be about
25,000 plus, twenty thousand five, sonething like
that, and in the House about 72,000 and change in the
Senate. So the Senate district size is going to
i ncrease by 5,000. The House district size. There's

a hundred House districts and 35 Senate districts.
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The Senate district size wll increase by about

5,000. The House district size will increase by
about 2,000. So | don't know what y'all have done
popul ati on-wi se here, but even if you held your own,

t he geographic size of your district's probably going
to have to get bigger because we're going to have to
find 2,000 nore people there in 79 to put into it.

So | think the popul ation of the state accordi ng
to those estinmates has grown sonething in the
nei ghbor hood of 8 percent so you can kind of consider
what happens in your area against the rest of the
state to give you an idea of, you know, about how
much bi gger your local districts are going to have to
be or perhaps smaller.

MR REEVES. Anybody have a question? Sonething
they want to say? Any coments about a particul ar
district? You want sonething done; you want
sonet hi ng not done. Could you state your nane,
pl ease.

MR SH RRELL: My nane is JimShirrell; I'mwth
| ndependence County Econom ¢ Devel opnent Foundati on
And basically we appreciate you being here and
hol di ng the hearing today. W understand that maybe
in sone parts of the state you' ve already been
threatened with lawsuits. W would not certainly
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help to do that. W're not in the |awsuit business,
but we are concerned. In the last division
I ndependence County, which is an econom c engi ne for
a whole lot of north-central Arkansas is pretty well
fragmented. And, in fact, the Cty of Batesville is
fragnented. And as you consider what you're going to
do, we'd like to ask that you | ook at both
centralization, particularly Dstrict 41. It
stretches all the way across over to Cinton.

MR. REEVES: Van Buren County.

MR SH RRELL: And up until two years ago,
| ndependence County did not have a representative, as
such. It creates sone problens often tines when we
are perhaps in conpetition for sonme form of economc
devel opnent project wth another city the size of
Cinton, or for highway dollars, H ghway 65 versus
H ghway 67. Because we do feel that we are certainly
I nportant economcally to the area; we'd |ike to have
your consideration in bringing this alittle bit
tighter, putting Batesville together constituting a
district, perhaps you can get near to that, if at al
possible. 1'd point out that we have about, we have
16, 500 peopl e enpl oyed here, town's 10,000, we have a
medi cal center that has 60 doctors on staff, al nost
unheard of for a town this size. Just to nmake a

-11-
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poi nt of what our econom c inpact for this comunity
Is. So we would ask your consideration in | ooking at
that. W'd truly appreciate it.

MR HUMPHRI ES: Were do you consi der your trade
area to be?

MR SHI RRELL: Qur trade area primarily noves
north of us. W don't trade too nmuch farther, you
know, in counties south, but then we go to the
Mssouri line. I'min the process of trying to plot
where our workers cone fromfor various taxes here
and | know that we wll find thempractically to the
M ssouri line, so north of us is probably where we
have nore in common north than we do extrenely far
west .

MR TAYLOR Let nme, if | could, ny nane is
Representative Chaney Taylor; | represent D strict 41
in the House of Representatives, and let ne just kind
of expand on sone of the things that M. Shirrel
nmentioned. | brought a map of ny district. And, by
the way, let nme just recognize M. Shirrell; he is a
former mayor of Batesville and he was working at the
Department of Devel opnent and Enpl oynment and we're
glad to have himback in Batesville. He is the one
that provided ne with this map, as a matter of fact.
But you can kind of see, and | want to touch on sone

-12-
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of the problens we were tal ki ng about, about draw ng
the districts based on townshi ps and precincts. |
can tell you that in 1996, | know we've got an
el ection conm ssioner here, there were sone probl ens
with ballots over in ny district on the west side.
What happened was you see on this map here, | think
you had it blown up there alittle bit, on the west
side, which is Ward 3 in Batesville, | take in just a
very small portion of that, not all of it, but | take
in Wards 1, 2, and 4 in Batesville. And to give you
an exanpl e of what he's tal king about with sone of
the voting problens, that neans that they had to
print two ballots for Ward 3, one with ny race on it
and one without. There were sone people who didn't
vote. Charlie, | know you're on the election
comm ssion, too; y'all had sonme problens over there
in'"96. | think they got nost of them worked out in
"98 when | ran a second tine, but that's an exanple
of how that can create sone problens where you divide
up a town like that.

Now, you al so nentioned, and ny district
stretches all the way fromBatesville to dinton.
You cannot drive fromBatesville to dinton on a
paved road and stay in ny district; it's inpossible.
["ve tried it. It cannot be done. Believe ne, |'ve
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been on every road throughout ny district and it
cannot be done.

What that amounts to is kind of what Jimtal ked
about a little bit. There's things that happen in
Cinton and there's things that happen in Batesville
with regard to econom c devel opnment issues; it's not
fair to people in dinton when | live in Batesville
and | can't be there at their functions or show up
for certain events and whatnot, it wouldn't be fair
to the people in the dinton for sonebody vice-verse,
for sonmebody at Batesville or sonebody in dinton to
represent us in Batesville. | just don't think
that's very fair to those fol ks

| can also tell you that |ndependence County, as
Jimalluded to, is divided up in four different House
districts as is Sharp county, which is just to the
north of us. And | think we've got at |east one
person here from Sharp County, we nay have sone ot her
fol ks here from Sharp County, but Sharp County is
divided up into four different districts as well.

And what we would ask, at least as far as |I'm
concerned, | would ask two things. One is that
Bat esvill e be brought back into at |east one
district, all of it. Second thing is that, Jim
touched on this a little bit too, Batesville is the

-14-
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draw ng area for about a, what did you say, Jim
100, 000 or so a drawi ng area here.

MR. SH RRELL: That or nore.

MR. TAYLOR We've got a major nedical center
here, as he said, 60 doctors on staff; we've got the
great community coll ege here where we're neeting
today and so forth, and it just doesn't seemfair for
us to be carved up like that.

Second thing is, as | nentioned, is to see
| ndependence County brought nore into a nutual kind
of district.

What | would ask personally is that we see sone
boundari es drawn nore al ong natural |ines, nmaybe
rivers, county lines, that sort of thing, because it
does create sone voting problens. | think everybody
in the | ast couple of weeks has got an understandi ng
of voting probl ens.

MR. REEVES. One thing this conputer software
will do is go down to the nanes of the streets. And
we wll get the information fromthe Census Bureau on
bl ocks. They're called census bl ocks. How do we get
t he census bl ocks?

MR HUWHRIES: Well, there's one. | nean, if
you |live on Maple Street at the corner of Maple and
Gren and all the people in that bl ock bounded by

-15-
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Mapl e, Gmaen, and H ghland, and what is that, Twelfth
Street? N neteenth Street.

MR REEVES. O county road. W can actually
get. Wiich we couldn't, they couldn't do in '91
Just couldn't do that.

MR HUWPHRI ES: That block has -- no, that block
has seven people, with racial and age breakdowns, al
over 18.

MR, REEVES. | noted |Independence County is
split several different ways in Batesville. Anybody
el se.

MR HUNT: |I'mRuss Hunt from Searcy. |If this
is just an estimate, how do you know? How did you
come up with figures for the estinate?

MR HUWHRIES: Well, the Census Bureau. |'m
not exactly sure what they used to arrive at that,
al though I think the explanation for it is on their
website, which can be accessed through our website.

MR, HUNT: That's where these figures cane fronf

MR HUWPHRI ES: Yes, those canme fromthe Census
Bur eau.

MR, REEVES: Timjust printed that directly from
them That's just their guess.

MR HUMPHRI ES: There is a nethodology that's
thoroughly explained on their website, but | couldn't
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recite to you what it is. And don't put a great dea
of stock in those nunbers. Wen the actual nunbers
cone out in 2001, that's not going to be the

popul ati on of any of these counties or the whole
state. That's just the Census Bureau's best guess
about what the popul ation was on July 1, 1999 and
they conpared it to the actual Census in 1990.

MR. REEVES:. There's lot of other information on
the website, which is linked to ours. Larger
metropolitan area, they're going to have a |l ot nore
information on themthan they had had in the past.

W' ve seen the one they were going to do for |ike
Jefferson County for Pine Bluff. It has a whole |ot
of stuff. | nean, it even had voting age popul ation
estimates, it has a whole bunch of stuff. So if
you're really interested in that, it could show you
your town, your conmmunity.

MR HUMPHRI ES: Jefferson County was a test
county and so they did an actual census. | think
it's the actual nunbers as of April 1, 2000. They've
got that for Jefferson County on there now. It's
sort of a test county to show what they can do. But
that's the only place where you have those nunbers.

MR. REEVES. Yes, sir.

MR. BENNETT: M nane is John Bennett; I'ma

-17-
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realtor here in Batesville and | want to thank Dr.
Lassiter and the school for providing the facilities
today and thank each of you from your respective
offices for being here. | guess | think this is the
essence of governnent when people get a chance to
come and neet with people like you and state their

I ssues and concerns and not just conplain all the
time. | appreciate that atnosphere.

A lot of what | had to say has al ready been
said, but | just want to state it maybe in a little
bit of a different way. | firnmly believe that
citizens shoul d take place and take part in their
governnent. You don't have to be an el ected
official. | serve as chairman of the Arkansas Rea
Estate Commttee. | served on CGovernor Huckabee's
transition commttee. M wfe served as vice
chai rman of the Arkansas State Library Board. | just
firmy believe that citizens have a responsibility to
do that.

But back to the point that we're at here today.
You heard Chaney Taylor state his case there and he
asked you about that. | guess I'mgoing to be a
little bit nore direct and to the point. Do you not
think it's alittle bit ridiculous that the Cty of
Batesville has four different representatives

-18-
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covering portions of it? | really firmy think, you
know, that that needs to be addressed. M. Shirrell
menti oned a nunber of things about Batesville, but
basically Batesville is the heart of |ndependence
County and this area. |It's the nedical center for
the area. It's the enploynent center for the area.
It's the education center of this area, with Lyon
Col l ege and the University of Arkansas Conmunity
Coll ege at Batesville. [It's the shopping center for
the area. As M. Taylor said, at one tine, we had a
representative over at dinton representing us, but
It just seens to ne like it's so plain and I'm
tickled to death when we | ooked at the conputer
earlier | was going to ask a question about when we
| ooked at the districts if you could also see the
city down there and stuff |ike that, and obviously we
do.

Now, Batesville is a town of about 10,000 with
four different representatives in towmn. | just -- |
guess anot her question | would ask. Do you know of
any other incident where a town this small woul d have
four different representatives?

MR. HUWHRI ES: Hel ena cones cl ose.

MR REEVES. W' ve already been there and heard
fromthem

-19-
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MR. BENNETT: | just firmy believe that, you
know, you should |l ook at that. [|'mnot saying that
it has to be done and I'mnot really conplaining. |
just think it's a pretty glaring thing that needs to
be done.

| want to especially appreciate or recognize M.
Crane here today. He serves as the hearing officer
for the real estate conm ssion, so we get to get
t oget her once a nonth.

MR. CRANE: Thank you.

MR. REEVES:. Anybody el se? Yes, sir.

MR MORRIS: I|I'mCharlie Morris. [|'mthe
el ection coordi nator for |Independence County and |
just want to kind of reiterate what Chaney and M.
Shirrell were tal king about just froman el ection
standpoint. That this year we were pretty |lucky, we
didn't have any extensive races to deal wth, but in
1998 we had 28 different ballots in this county, not
all of it was due to state representatives, but still
it was partial. And when you're dealing, those that
have dealt in the election process know there's a | ot
of factors involved. There's the workers that we
have and the confusion that we have at polling
pl aces, and anything that we can do to sinplify that
process it'll help us not have situations like we're
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seei ng, you know, in sonme other areas of our country
ri ght now.

But, just fromthat standpoint, you know, it
would really help if we can, you know, |ook at our
district and our counties and try to nake that
process easier for people to nake an inportant
decision. | agree. Like John says, you know, it is
ki nd of ridiculous, especially like District 41, to
be spread out the way it is. | nean, | know how t hat
cane about, but.

| think we need to get back to sone nore
reasonabl e reasons of why we do things |ike that.

And to go on and say Batesville is the, you know,
it's the heart of, not only as the county goes, but a
| ot of our, you know, the counties around us.

| hope y'all will take that, take all this
i nformati on and nmake w se decisions with what to do.

M5. ALLEN. |'m Debbie Allen, Director of the
Batesvill e area Chanber of Commerce. And | too
concur with the comments about us being a trade area.
It is true there's well over 100,000 peopl e now t hat
we consider in the trade area. But | have a question
about the art view here. Is population the main
factor? And it will always.

MR. REEVES:. That's what we will get fromthe
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Census Bureau is popul ation.

M5. ALLEN:  And you'll base the majority of the
deci si ons on?

MR REEVES: Right.

MR. HUMPHRI ES: The districts have to be within
10 percent of each other in size. So what we shot
for in '91 was to get the biggest ones to be | ess
than 5 percent of the average district size and the
smal |l est ones to be mnus 5 percent or less. And as
it turned out, you know, and what you do is you add
those two percentages up and that's your variance, so
the biggest one was |i ke 4.75 percent above the
average district size. The smallest one was 4.7
percent bel ow that.

MR. REEVES: W have to strive for that. |If a
court challenge cones that's the first question
they'll ask is what's your variance, and so. That
vari ance goes statewide. So if you nmake a change up
here in District 9 or 8 or 24, it does sonewhat have
aripple effect all the way down here to Chicot
County. So, you know, it's not |like you can |op off
sonet hing and say, well, they don't care about it
because it does matter. It matters all the way down.
And the conputer will tell us all that instantly when
we do sonething like that.
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MR. HUNT: GCentlenen, again, |'m Russ Hunt from
Searcy. | just want to express ny opinion. Searcy
doesn't want to end up like Batesville. Wite County
has an estinmated 65,000 people with five
representatives in a county and right now ny district
includes the City of Searcy and a |little beyond that.
What | hear from people is they would hate to see
Searcy split in any way and it would nake it
obviously nore difficult, as Representative Tayl or
can tell you, to get things done for your
constituents when you have to ask them what street do
they live on and go see so-and-so first.

MR REEVES: R ght.

MR HUNT: But that would be the one concern |
woul d have is to keep Searcy at |east one district
and it may very well end up being twenty-three,

24, 000 peopl e.

MR REEVES. ay. Anybody else? Yes, nma'am

M5. BENNETT: I n doing this appropriation of
popul ati on, do you consider the county seat as part
of the appropriation of the general area? Does that
have any variance with it at all?

MR REEVES: 1've not done this before, so Il
l et Timanswer that.

MR HUMPHRI ES: You have the whol e county cones
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into play, the popul ation of the whole county.

M5. BENNETT: But, |'mwondering, you know, do
you try to have a county seat in each one of the
districts or whatever or do you just, for instance,
maybe you coul d have two county seats in one district
or maybe even three or four, you know

MR HUMPHRI ES: You can't have a county seat in
each district because there are 100 precincts or
House seats and Pul aski County takes up a bunch of
those, but you can't have a county seat for each
district, though. | think the county seat does cone
into play somewhat, you know, for the nost part where
cities are small enough to be included with a
district then they are. For the nost part.

MR. REEVES:. |f you want to, you could | ook at
our website. The Suprene Court and the other federal
cases that are cited there kind of give you a good
I dea of the paraneters and the things we have to take
into consideration, | nean, the board wll have to
| ook at those things in deciding howto draw the
line, howto nove the Iine, howto set up the
district. |Incunbency is one of those, but with term
limts | think that will relieve some of the pressure
this tinme, at |least we hope so, in trying to get
squarer districts as much as we can; we can't prom se
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that, but we'll do the best we can in | ooking at all
of that.

Anybody el se have a conment or a question? |If
you think of one after we've left, if you' Il just
Emai |l us, go on the website, post a comment. CQur
I ndi vidual Emai|l addresses are on there too, so if
you wanted to Email Tim sonething or Larry somnething
or me sonething, feel free to do so. \atever we get
mail-wise or letter-wise, we're going to share with
the rest of the staff so the whole board knows what
everybody's thinking so when they neet they can
deci de the variances and where we're going to start
and that kind of thing.

MR, TAYLOR Butch, let nme ask a foll ow up
guestion. Again, ny nane is Chaney Taylor and |
represent District 41. Now, let nme nake sure |'m
clear, Butch, that population is not the only factor
that you're going to | ook at when draw ng these.

What are sone of the other things that you' re | ooking
at?

MR REEVES. Well, the Suprenme Court has said
you | ook at communities of interest, you | ook at
conpactness, you |look at contiguity, that neans do
they touch. You can't have a district that's part
over here and part over here with sonething in the
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m ddle. You can | ook at incunbency. There's several
ot her things you can | ook at and those tables tell
you what they are. |It's nore of a problemin
congressional, which is what the House and Senate

w |l have to do, but those are the sane

consi derations we have to |l ook at, the Suprene Court
has said we have to. Population is what starts the
driver of this thing, but those other things cone
into play. Wich population goes into this district?
The popul ation fromthis county, this town. The
nunbers of people is the variance that we're tal king
about, but how we put those together is what you're
tal ki ng about. The core groups of interest, the
communities of interest, what they have in conmon,
what they don't have in common, and those kind of

t hi ngs.

MR. TAYLOR  And, Butch, kind of clarify how
m nority popul ati ons cone into play.

MR. REEVES: Well, you have to take that in
consi deration because of the Voting Rights Act. The
Suprene Court has said as a result of lots of voting
right cases that you can't put all the mnority
popul ation into a few districts and nake them 100
percent mnority; you can't do that. You can't also
dilute themso that they're |l ess then, you know, 20

- 26-



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N NN N NN P P PR R R R R R
g A W N P O © 00 N O O~ W N P O

percent or 30 percent, which neans they coul d
probably never elect a candidate. That's what makes
It tough in certain parts of the state. And when it
makes it tough in certain parts of the state, it
affects I ndependence County too. It affects

nort hwest Arkansas too. So those are not things that
are just designed to the Delta or south Arkansas or
Littl e Rock, they affect you, your district as well,
because when we have to draw a district to get

m nority popul ation, which has been a mnority

popul ation, majority/ mnority, we kind of have to
keep that in mnd under the Voting R ghts Act, and
the 14th Anendnent as well, which nmakes it nuch nore
difficult than it | ooks.

But the conmputer will really help us because it
instantly tells us the racial breakdown. The big
question in ny mnd, | think, is going to be how nuch
the Hi spani c popul ati on has grown in western
Arkansas. If it's grown to a certain extent, there
may have to be considerations nmade for Hi spanic
majority/mnority districts over there or a part of
the district somehow. And we don't know that answer
yet until the census nunbers come back.

MR HUWHRI ES: There's sonme nore discussion of
that on the website. A fair anount of detail on the
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website. Wbsite also has a link to the Nationa
Council of State Legislators website, which has sone
excel | ent papers about that issue which you're
tal ki ng about .

MR. REEVES. |In fact, that's the best one, NTSL,
they're the best 1've read. Synopsis of cases and
what the Suprene Court wll ook at and what ot her
states are | ooking at, other court cases. W don't
think there are any court cases pending right now
that woul d have a major inpact on what we're doing,
but, you know, that doesn't nmean that we ignore those
because we're bound by those, so we will |ook at
t hose.

And when we do this and we draw these lines, it
will instantly tell us what racial nmnakeups and
popul ati on makeup we' ve done, what we've done in a
district. It tells us imediately. | nmean, like Tim
showed you, it even does the precincts for you. Wen
you nove a precinct, it tells you i medi ately what
the racial nmakeup of what you've done, what effect it

has had, which wll really drive a lot of what we're

doi ng.

W'l post stuff fromtinme-to-tinme. Like |
said, we'll post the proposed plan on there. Wen
you pull it down and you set your hair on fire, we
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want to know that. You can immediately Email us and
l et us know. |'mnot happy with 79 or 41. | mean,
that's what this is for, that's what this process is.
W can't do anything about it if you don't tell us.
W may not can do anything about it even if you tell
us, but at least we'll nake the board aware of it and
| et them deci de because this is up to the board; it's
not up to us. W have no vote. The board, the three
board nenbers have the vote to decide howto do this.
We're one of the few states that does it this way.
Most states the House and Senate draw their own
districts. So we don't. Yes, sir.

MR. LASSITER |'m Jack Lassiter, the chancell or
here at the college and we're glad to have you on our
canpus today. | guess it's nore of a question or
maybe a statenment being newto this area. The
community has been very kind to ne. | net today with
t he Econom c Devel opnent Foundation board, net with
the chanber board; | get to serve on a | ot of boards,
but ny question or point to you is: The nunber today
Is not representative of the feeling in this
community what we deci ded and have said. M. Allen
represents the chanber but Cheryl represent economc
devel opnment, various others represent |arger groups.
But shoul d we be nore concerned about quantity of
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responses to you or quality?

MR HUWPHRIES: Quality.

MR LASSI TER  You have quality today.

MR. HUWPHRI ES: By the sane token, we wel cone
and hope that anybody who wants to conment on this
process has an opportunity to do so on the web or by
mai |l or by tel ephone or whatever way you want to do
it, soit's not going to bother us if you del uge us
wth mail. | nmean, that's fine too. But we're
| ooking to see, you know, kind of get a common thread
and we're looking to the | eadership for that.

MR REEVES: And there is a staffer who staffs
the reapportionment office in the Aegon Building. He
has an assistant as well, Ron Sheffield is his nane.
So if you really want to get a hold of a person who
will be not in charge, but the person who will be
coordinating all of this for the board, you need to
call Ron, he's the guy that we depend on to do all
this stuff and set all this stuff and he will keep
the official map drawi ng conputers, if you will, down
there. Yes, sir.

MR WLSON:. M nane is Harold Wlson; I'm
chai rperson of the | ndependence County El ection
Comm ssion. You nentioned a word a while ago that got
ny attention when you said precincts. Wen this is
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all said and done and the tally is full, is this
going to affect the precincts in each and every
county in the state, or is it going to increase or
decrease the precincts, or what wll happen? Can you
tell me that?

MR HUMPHRIES: This process is not going to
change the precincts at all. | nmean, if y'all need
to change them if you think you need to change them
after we're done with this after you' re through with
JP districting or maybe sone city wards or whatever
then it's going to be up to the local election
conm ssion to determ ne whether or not there's a need

with the precinct. But this is not really going to

affect any precinct. |It's not going to change the
boundaries or the makeup of any precinct at all, this
process wll not.

MR WLSON: | just nentioned that and it got ny
attention.

MR, REEVES. You can use the conputer software
to | ook at each of your JP districts, each of your
precincts, I'msorry. | keep saying that. To | ook
at your precincts and decide: Do we want to | eave
themjust |ike they are? Do we want to change them a
little bit? This will let you do that. And
dependi ng on what we do with this, you nmay decide to
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| eave them al one or you nmay decide to increase sone
or nove sone lines of your own, but this software
will let you do that and instantly see what each
preci nct has, how many people, where they live, the
raci al makeup, the whole bit.

MR HUWHRIES: | think the building block in
doing is legislative redistricting is going to be the
precincts that the county reported to the Census
Bureau | ast year.

MR REEVES: Right.

MR HUMPHRIES: So that's, you know, whatever
was reported by the counties is what the census is
going to have as a determned precinct and that's
what we're going to use.

MR. REEVES: And just be aware that if you
change a precinct that we've used to build this one,
you're going to ness up the people that you' ve noved
or switched. Ckay.

MR MORRI'S: How so?

MR. REEVES. | nean, you will ness it up because
we may have noved theminto 79 and they' ve al ways
been in 41 and now they're in 79 and you noved a line
over, they may, you know, you nmay split a precinct
and have the ballot problemthat you' ve got in the
di fferent wards now.
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MR MORRIS: You may have al ready answered this,
but what's your deadline to get all this?

MR. REEVES. W hope to have this done by
Cct ober 1st. That neans have the plans drawn, cone
back to your area, present the plan, get comments, go
back, let the board vote, there'll be a full-bl own
hearing in Little Rock at sone point in Septenber,

"' massum ng, the board wll vote, and then it wll
be final. So by Cctober the 1st we hope to have this
as official as the board can nake it.

Pl ease, pl ease, please when we cone back, please
cone tell us your cormments. That's crucial. If we
don't know your comments and you're nmad about sone
district line, the board can't do anything about it
if they don't knowit. And Timtells nme in '91 they
di d make sonme changes after public coment hearing
that sumrer. They did conme back and nove a few |lines
based on the comments they heard fromthe people, so
it is very, very viable that you attend one of these
after the plan's finished and proposed. But
under st and when you see the plan on the website,
again, it's not the official plan. It's the proposed
pl an that we've drawn up based on the Board of
Apportionnent guidelines they gave to us. That's
what you'll be seeing. It's not set in stone. It
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can be changed and probably will, so.

Anybody el se? Like | say, if you need to cal
us or Email, please feel free to do so or if you want
to give our nunber out to sonebody that's fine too.
Qur website; they can call too. W'Ill be glad to
talk to any of you.

Thank you. Thank you for com ng.

(The public hearing concluded at 3:15 p.m)
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